Wheatley River Improvement Group

Summer 2018

Welcome to summer! This year, in addition to planting native trees and shrubs and stream rehabilitation
efforts focused on clearing blockages and bank stabilization, our field crew will be removing a damaged
and improper stream crossing on Ross Creek, a tributary of the Wheatley River. Culverts and other
crossings are a major anthropogenic cause of disrupted connectivity in rivers and streams. Repairing
damaged stream crossings will improve migratory fish passage from the sea to the headwaters of the
Wheatley River, while simultaneously reducing the contribution of sediment to the river system.

WRIG’s Summer Field Crew:
Hailey Blacquiere, Field Crew Supervisor
Hailey graduated from the Holland College Wildlife Conservation Technology
program in 2017. She is now going into her 4th year program at UPEI working
towards a Bachelors in Wildlife Conservation. Hailey enjoys outdoor activities such
as paddle boarding and birding, and is carefully holding an American kestrel chick
in this photo!
Taylor Gallant, Field Crew Technician
Taylor grew up in New Glasgow, PEI and goes to Bluefield High School where he just
completed his grade 11 year. In his free time Taylor likes to spend time outdoors-whether
it be fishing or on the beach he always enjoys his time outdoors. Taylor hopes to finish
school and end up somewhere in the conservation field of work being able to work
outside all day.
Madison Vincent, Riparian Health Assessment Technician
Madison is nineteen years old and resides in Crapaud, PEI. She graduated from Bluefield
High School in 2017 and just finished her first year in sciences at UPEI, focusing on
environmental studies. She enjoys waterskiing, camping, sports, and exploring the great
outdoors. Madison is very excited to work for WRIG this summer!

2018 Environmental Fun Day
On Friday, June 8th, we had over 65 grade 5/6 students from Gulf Shore Consolidated, and Central Queens
Elementary join us at Rackham’s Community Pond for the 9th annual Environmental Fun Day. This
educational day is planned by WRIG in partnership with the HunterClyde Watershed Group and includes 6 stations focused on different
aspects of the environment for the students to rotate through. This
year, Jana Cheverie joined us to talk about invasive species on PEI;
David Gladstone and Karalee McAskill taught the students about water
chemistry; they learned about electrofishing fishing with Rosie
MacFarlane and Alan McLennan from Fish and Wildlife; Stephen
DeWolfe and Tony Keoughan came out from the Private Forest Division
to talk about forest health; Jamie Stride with Island Falconry Services Tony Keoughan and Stephen DeWolfe
spoke about falconry and birds of prey; and, staff from Bedeque Bay from Forests, Fish & Wildlife teaching
Environmental Management Association (BBEMA) had a station students about healthy forests and
focused on songbirds and amphibians. We are incredibly grateful to the forestry techniques.
teachers, volunteers, and presenters for helping to make this day possible! Environmental education of our
youth is of utmost importance and is one of WRIG’s priorities. We are grateful for the wonderful schools in
this area and for those that partner with us to promote environmental education.
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American Kestrels in PEI
On July 10th, we had the pleasure of joining up with the Hunter Clyde
Watershed Group to band ten young American kestrel chicks with the help of
Dwaine Oakley from Holland College. We banded the chicks at two locations, one
in each watershed. Each nest box had five chicks. At the first site there were four
males and one female and at the second site five males… talk about a full house! In
the photo below, you will be able to see the band that was placed around the ankle
area or tarsus. Each band has a code engraved on it to allow
for individual identification. This code will be useful if the
same bird is caught later to gather data such as where it
migrates, its lifespan, and reproduction rate.
Oakley from
These birds are the smallest falcons in the world, with a Dwaine
Holland College holding
wingspan ranging from 20.1-24.0 inches and weighing in at
a banded kestrel chick.
roughly 3-6 ounces, which is comparable to the average
baseball weight. This size allows the kestrels to be quite graceful in flight but are
still light enough to get jostled around in the wind.
There are two subspecies of kestrel, Cuban and Northern. We have the
Northern subspecies in PEI. Visually there is a difference between the males and
females of these species, with the males having a slate blue and rusty orangebrown coloration, wing barring and a black malar stripe. Females lack the slate
blue coloration, opting for a more subtle brown and rusty orange-brown with wing barring as well as the
malar stripe.
PEI is an excellent place for kestrels as most of the island has the species preferred habitat! You’re
most likely to see them perching on telephone wires along roadsides, and in open areas such as fields
with short vegetation and few trees.
American kestrels usually catch their prey off the ground, though some catch feed on the wing (while
flying). The main diet of these species includes: Summer – primarily insects such as grasshoppers,
crickets, butterflies, moths, and beetles. Winter – small prey such as mice, voles, shrews, snakes, frogs,
and small birds.
If you are interested in having a kestrel nest box on your
property, first a poll would have to be installed. After that, we as a
watershed group, would happily build the nest box for you. This
box could be monitored, and if taken to, chicks could be banded at
your home! Or if you’d prefer to make the box yourself, you can
find blueprints on this site:
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/American_Kestrel
Submitted by Hailey Blacquiere

2018 CELEBRATE OUR RIVER EVENT AND DUCK RACE!
Our annual Celebrate Our River event is coming up! Get ready to come out to Rackham’s Pond for a
fun-filled afternoon on Saturday, August 25th. This family-friendly event is great for all ages and is an
excellent way to support WRIG, your local watershed group!
We will be having a BBQ and everyone is welcome! Bring your friends and family for free hot dogs
and fun for all ages. We will be hosting the popular Duck Race at this event, so make sure to buy your duck
ticket. Duck tickets will be available at Gallant’s Clover Farm, at the WRIG office in the Cymbria Lions Club,
and from WRIG directors, staff, and volunteers. With the purchase of a duck ticket, you will be assigned a
duck to enter in the race from Rackham’s Pond down to the Wheatley River Bridge. We offer prizes for the
first three people whose ducks make it to the finish line, so hopefully your duck will be the fastest! Come
join in the fun—enjoy our beautiful river, learn more about the watershed, and take part in family friendly
games and outdoor activities. Keep an eye out for our posters around the community, on our Facebook
page, and on our website (www.wheatleyriver.ca) for additional details!

Define a Term!
Brushmat: a widely used restoration technique installed in streams to capture sediment.
Wing Deflector: a triangular-shaped structure that extends out from the stream bank into the
stream channel to focus the water flow towards the center of the channel.
Conservation: preservation, protection, or restoration of the natural environment, natural
ecosystems, vegetation, and wildlife.
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Special thanks to
Rackham’s Pond Landowners
● Grant, Nancy, & Steven Rackham ●
● Melvin & Debbie Ling ●
● Charles & Laura Lipnicki ●
● Philip & Shirley Weatherbee ●
● Harvey & Susan Axworthy ●
● Jody Mokler ●

WRIG’s 2018/2019 Board of Directors
Chair – Sidney Annema
Treasurer – Melanie Labelle
Secretary – Gary Loo
Director – Stewart MacRae
Director – Micah Gallant
You can reach us through the WRIG website
www.wheatleyriver.ca, on our Facebook page, or e-mail
manager@wheatleyriver.ca. Office hours are variable so if you’d
like to drop by please contact us to make sure we’re in. We’ll be
happy to meet you at the WRIG office in the Cymbria Lions Club!

GOT BATS?
HERE ARE YOUR OPTIONS:

Submitted by Tessa McBurney – Atlantic Bat Conservation Project Technician
Canadian Wildlife Health Cooperative (www.cwhc-rcsf.ca)
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WRIG IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE FUNDING FROM
PEI WCF FOR THE 2018 SUMMER FIELD SEASON!
As a non-profit organization, WRIG receives its funding
through a variety of sources. We’d like to gratefully
acknowledge the PEI Wildlife Conservation Fund for its
continued support of our efforts to enhance and maintain the
overall health of the Wheatley River watersheds. The WCF is
generated from annual angling, hunting, and trapping fees
and from the sale of motor vehicle Conservation Plates.

We would like to gratefully
acknowledge former WRIG
director Charles Lipnicki for
his support of the Wheatley
River Improvement Group.
We are incredibly grateful for
the time and effort he
dedicated both to being a
WRIG director and to serving
as secretary.

2018 Canada Day Celebrations
WRIG teamed up with the Hunter-Clyde Watershed Group for
our annual native tree giveaway and watershed booth at the
Seawalk Park in North Rustico for Canada Day 2018. In total,
approximately 200 trees were given away to be planted on
private properties. The tree species included white pine, red
pine, eastern cedar, eastern larch, eastern hemlock, red oak,
and red maple. Each tree came with a name tag and the Canada
Day tree planting pledge with information on the specific type
of tree and proper planting instructions.

Upcoming Events
We need your support! Annual membership
dues go directly toward protecting the
environment in our watershed and it is our
membership base that helps to give you and
WRIG a voice. Please consider becoming a
member for the 2018-2019 year—your support
truly will make a difference. You can join
WRIG’s membership by filling out the form
below and mailing it in or online through our
website, www.wheatleyriver.ca. We appreciate
you, thank you for contributing to conservation
efforts in this beautiful place we call home!

The Beach Hut is up and running again this year. Every
Friday afternoon from 1-4, you can find WRIG with the
Hunter-Clyde and Trout River watershed groups on the
beach in Cavendish alongside Parks Canada.
The River Clyde Pageant is a magical performance
focusing on local environmental issues. The event is
taking place over two weekends again this year: July 2829 and August 3-5!
The Celebrate Our River Event and River Duck Race is
on Saturday, August 25th at Rackham’s Community
Pond! Stay tuned for details.

OUR GRATITUDE AND APPRECIATION TO THOSE
WHO MAKE OUR WORK POSSIBLE:
OUR FUNDING SOURCES:
Province of Prince Edward Island Watershed
Management Fund
Wildlife Conservation Fund
Coastal Restoration Fund
Government of Canada Summer Jobs Program
Jobs for Youth
OUR PARTNERS:
Hunter-Clyde Watershed Group
PEI Department of
Communities, Land & Environment
Transportation, Infrastructure & Energy
AND OF COURSE, ALL OUR INDIVIDUAL, FAMILY AND
CORPORATE MEMBERS!
Blue Bay Farms
Maple Land Woodcraft
Oyster Bed Esso
Cymbria Campground
Creekfield Homeowner’s Association
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